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          NOVEMBER CONFERENCES 
 
October 26, 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians:  
 
On November 23 and 24 Auten Road will be setting aside time for teachers to conduct parent-teacher 
conferences. As a result, many teachers will not be holding “office hours” on these days. Please also note 
that all ARIS teachers will be concluding their work day at the end of period 9 on Wednesday, November 
25. This is a district wide practice since it is the day before Thanksgiving.  
 
As teachers prepare their conference schedules over the next couple of weeks, it is important to keep in 
mind that the “team” structure at ARIS does not afford time for every child’s parent/guardian to be invited 
in for a conference. While our sixth grade families understand this dynamic, this is a new mindset that is 
important for our fifth grade families to understand. During this established time in November, please do 
not be concerned if you are not invited to participate in a conference. In other words, unless your child’s 
teachers have already been in contact with you, or have previously arranged a meeting, not receiving an 
invitation for a November conference signifies that your child is progressing as expected up to this point in 
the school year.  
 
It is my hope that from time to time you will be able to take advantage of the Genesis Parent Portal to 
access your child’s grades and progress during the school year. However, nothing can take the place of 
having frequent conversations with your child about what he/she is learning. Such conversations can 
greatly assist your child in setting goals and to reflect deeply on his/her learning. Conversations will also 
likely go more smoothly when you embrace a growth mindset regarding your child’s progress and 
development. Should a challenge arise, you are welcome to contact your child’s teacher(s) or school 
counselor at any time throughout the year to arrange for a phone conference or google meet, whenever 
needed. 
 
On behalf of the teachers and staff, thank you for your partnership this year to support your child’s success. 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact me or your child’s teacher(s) should you have any questions or 
concerns.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Christopher Carey, Principal 

https://www.htps.us/dist_info/genesis_portal
https://www.mindsetkit.org/growth-mindset-parents

